
 
 

Ways to Collaborate in Philately – More Details 
 

Collaboration is essential for developing a positive philatelic culture. The strength of our 
community lies in our engagement, participation and collective actions. How are ‘You’ 
planning on contributing to this culture? Here are some ways you can get involved and 
have an impact. 
 
1. Discuss ways to Collaborate at your Philatelic Organization or Society meetings 

Consider how collaboration can be a meaningful part of your vision and mission. The 
effectiveness of collaborative efforts will be enhanced as specific strategies are 
developed and implemented. Consult the Collaboration Crew website to access tools 
that are supportive of your efforts.  
 

2. Provide Positive Feedback 
A regular habit of offering positive feedback could help to foster enthusiasm and 
continued participation in philately. Even a short personal note can go a long way when 
acknowledging:  

• an article that you have enjoyed, 
• a letter to the editor of a journal,  
• a thoughtful comment on a Facebook post, 
• a great zoom or youtube presentation, 
• a significant philatelic publication, 
• an exhibit that inspired you, 
• a well-organized philatelic event. 

Taking just 10 minutes a week to recognize someone’s contribution can create ripples 
throughout philately and can encourage others to keep sharing their passion. 
 

3. Volunteer with a Philatelic Project 
There are so many ways you can contribute:  

• support a local stamp show,  
• take on a research role for a society publication, 
• collate, collect, compile and/or share those great philatelic stories of the past, 
• help with the technical aspects of a presentation or your society website, 
• organize a youth stamp initiative or display at a local library, 
• proofread your club newsletter or society journal, 
• create a quiz or question activity to engage members of your organization, 
• design a cancellation or postcard that celebrates a philatelic event. 

http://www.collaborationcrew.org/


Volunteering is the backbone that supports the vibrancy of our community's success. 
You may also wish to consider the formal volunteer opportunities sponsored by some of 
the larger philatelic societies with ventures such as the volunteer work week. 

 
4. Refer Resources and Colleagues 

Referring resources and opportunities to philatelic colleagues strengthens the 
philatelic community. Examples of such referrals include, but are not limited to: 

• sharing an article, presentation, resources or philatelic web site that you have 
enjoyed or found to be meaningful, 

• sharing upcoming online presentations that could be of interest, 
• advising friends about philatelic materials that might be of interest for them, 
• connecting philatelists who might benefit from common interests, 
• introducing a collector colleague to a dealer who may be able to support their 

collecting interests, 
• posting information on philatelic resources that you have found to be invaluable 

on appropriate Facebook pages or websites, 
• circulating information about philatelic exhibitions, 
• sharing and discussing exhibits accessible at the Museum of Philately. 

When you make an introduction or share a resource, you’re contributing to a 
collaborative network that benefits everyone. 
 

5. Write and share 
Philately values authentic experiences, and your perspective may be just what 
someone else needs to deepen their interest. By writing an article, you help preserve 
knowledge and contribute to the collective understanding of our hobby. The following 
may be helpful ideas or suggestions associated with a writing goal: 

• write a brief piece about one of your favorite items in your collection, 
• encourage a one page written display event for your club, 
• write up the results of a club survey that might support the vitality of your club,  
• describe your recent experience attending a philatelic show/exhibition, 
• write about a recent discovery or acquisition, 
• write about skill sets that you have attained that you have found to be helpful 

with your philatelic pursuits, 
• write an article that extends outside of the philatelic domain such that it would 

have appeal for historians, researchers, curators, genealogists….., 
• share a ‘draft’ article with a philatelic colleague for perspective and feedback, 
• seek formal feedback for the written work that you submit to major journals via 

some of the main literature exhibitions like Chicagopex or Sarasota, 
• explore the myriad of resources afforded by APS Writers Unit #30. 

 
Writing an article is one of the most impactful ways to share your philatelic knowledge 
with the community. Whether you’re an expert in a niche area or simply passionate 
about a particular theme, your insights can educate and inspire others.  

https://stamps.org/learn/volunteer-work-week
https://www.museumofphilately.com/
https://www.wu30.org/


6. Write a Review for a Recent Philatelic Publication 
Writing a review is an excellent way to support the authors in our community and to 
share your thoughts on new resources. Reviews don't have to be long or overly detailed; 
just sharing your honest perspective is valuable. Consider touching on the following:  

• outline the purpose of the article, 
• describe the essence of the writing, key points, understandings reached, 
• identify obvious strengths and weaknesses,   
• share what you consider to be the most useful elements of the article and how it 

has provoked your thinking, learning, understanding, 
• state anything that surprised you,  
• offer comments on the research represented in the writing (or bibliography). 

By sharing your reflections, you help create a culture of learning and engagement, 
inspiring others to also explore and review resources. Additional resources are available 
to support your development in writing reviews such as the RPSL youtube presentation. 

 
7. Exhibit Your Collection 

Exhibiting is about more than showcasing your collection; it's about fostering 
appreciation, connecting with other enthusiasts and helping to educate the public 
about philately. Importantly, it is also about captivating the research and materials that 
you have managed to acquire in the process of collecting.  
 
Numerous excellent educational resources are available to support the exhibiting 
process. You may wish to explore books such as: 

• Piercey, David. (2022) Let’ Talk Exhibiting, The Royal Philatelic Society of Canada, 
• Zwillinger, Steven (2016) The Path to Gold: 175 Proven Stamp Exhibiting Tips, The 

American Association of Philatelic Exhibitors. 
The access to online resources, especially examples of exhibits, continues to grow. 
Some of the exhibits posted on Exponet have received thousands of views. Virtual 
stamp shows like Stampex and Savpex have become more popular and allow you to 
present your collection at shows without needing to travel, greatly expanding your reach 
and enabling more collectors to learn from your exhibits.  
 
Exhibiting doesn’t have to be daunting and offers many opportunities and options: 

• attend a workshop on exhibit preparation,  
• start small with a one page exhibit, 
• organize a small group of philatelic colleagues as part of an ‘initial exhibitor’ 

group and work collaboratively through the exhibiting process, 
• ask a seasoned exhibitor for feedback and suggestions…. seek out the excellent 

support resources available from the American Association of Philatelic 
Exhibitors, 

• offer to assist others if you are a seasoned experienced exhibitor, 
• organize a ‘No Rules’ exhibit for your local stamp club just to get the ‘ball rolling’. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8TM5LIw18jM
http://www.exponet.info/index.php?lng=EN
https://stamps.org/exhibiting
https://stamps.org/news/c/news/cat/club-society-news/post/ata-my-one-page-exhibit-expands-submission-categories-for-2025
http://www.aape.org/
http://www.aape.org/


8. Explore Philatelic Libraries 
Philatelic libraries are treasure troves of knowledge, often filled with rare materials and 
unique insights. Make it a goal to explore different philatelic libraries periodically, both 
locally, in the field and online. You will undoubtedly uncover information that will 
broaden your philatelic understanding and lead to exciting discoveries. Be sure to share 
your experiences with fellow collectors. Online searches will provide access to many 
philatelic libraries including: 

• American Philatelic Research Libaray (APRL) USA, 
• Crawford Library of Philatelic Research at the British Library, 
• The Harry Sutherland Philatelic Library, Vincent Graves Greene, Canada, 
• Philatelikstische Bibliothek, Hamburg, Germany, 
• KNBF Bibliotheek, Netherlands, 
• Rocky Mountain Philatelic Library, USA, 
• Philas Library, Australia, 
• San Diego County Philatelic Library, USA, 
• Wineburgh Philatelic Research Library, USA, 
• Western Philatelic Library, USA, 
• Peggy J. Slusser Philatelic Library, USA,, 
• Munich Philatelistische Bibliothek, Germany 
• The Royal Philatelic Society of London, UK, 

Philatelic libraries provide invaluable resources for research, storytelling, and 
education—make them part of your regular routine. The more you explore, the more 
you'll have to share with others, keeping the spirit of discovery alive in our community.  
 

9. Provide Philatelic Leadership 
Becoming actively involved in organized philately is a rewarding way to make a 
significant impact. Philatelic organizations and clubs thrive because of dedicated 
volunteers willing to take on leadership roles such as:  

• editing for a club newsletter or publication,  
• helping as webmaster for a philatelic website,  
• assuming executive role (president, secretary, or treasurer) for a club or society,  
• helping with social media organization (including Facebook page, TikTok, etc), 
• coordinating a study group for a society, 
• organizing special philatelic events,  
• assuming on the director role for a philatelic society, 
• coordinate philatelic presentations or workshops, 
• orchestrating or developing philatelic exhibitions, 
• engagement with the non-philatelic community about philatelic matters, 
• liaison with other philatelic organizations to collaborate events. 

If you've already held leadership positions, consider mentoring others who are new to 
philatelic leadership. 
 

https://stamps.org/services/library
http://www.globalphilateliclibrary.org/bl_crawford/crawford_about.html
https://www.greenefoundation.ca/library
https://www.philatelistische-bibliothek.de/
https://www.knbf.nl/diensten/bibliotheek
https://rockymountainphilateliclibrary.org/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_philatelic_libraries
https://sdcpl.org/shelving-for-sale/
https://library.utdallas.edu/special-collections-and-archives/philatelic-collection/
https://www.fwpl.org/
https://postalhistoryfoundation.org/slusser-library/
https://www.muenchner-stadtbibliothek.de/philatelistische-bibliothek
https://www.rpsl.org.uk/Catalogue


10. Co-author an Article, Monograph or Book 
Collaborating on a publication is an enriching way to deepen your own understanding of 
philately while contributing to the collective knowledge of the community. Working with 
others to co-author an article, monograph or book allows you to share diverse insights, 
experiences and ideas, creating a richer and more comprehensive resource. Co-
authorship can be pursued by:  

• requesting that a philatelic colleague with similar interests jointly works with you 
on a mutual research interest, 

• suggesting that you write a short article cooperatively and discuss the value of 
doing such jointly (specifically target the intended learning outcomes), 

• seeking to enhance your skill sets in the process of co-authorship (via research 
engagement or other skill set focus), 

• organizing a writing project that contributes to the understanding of a society 
and its’ historic background (this could include a prospective article defining 
what a society focuses upon and why or could raise questions such as ‘what is 
military postal history), 

• seeking a broad base of visibility by writing about matters that span most 
philatelic organizations (ie. research techniques in philately) 

• promoting the exchange of perspectives and analytic strategies,  
• expressing an interest in mentorship.  

Not only does co-authoring preserve important accrued philatelic knowledge, it also 
builds relationships that strengthen community. The journey of working together on a 
written project can be just as rewarding as the final product itself.  

 
11. Provide online presentations that will be recorded and archived 

Share and capture your experiences, knowledge and passion with other philatelists via 
some of the many presentation opportunities that now exist. Your presentation will 
facilitate the learning about your specialty topic and may bring useful feedback or 
contact information. Consideration can also be given to participating in group or panel 
presentations that engage in broader philatelic matters such as “best practices”.  
 

12. Establish a Philatelic Mentorship Program 
A mentorship program pairs experienced collectors with those new to the hobby, 
offering guidance, support and encouragement. As a mentor, you can help a novice 
collector understand the basics, explore specific areas of interest or navigate the 
complexities of building a collection. Establishing a formal mentorship program within 
your club or society fosters relationships across generations and skill levels, 
strengthening the entire philatelic community.  
 
Mentorship can also be naturally designed through the structure of your organization. 
For example, having three vice-chair positions (or any executive position) can support 
mentorship and succession planning. 



13. Participate in Cross-Society Study Groups 
Join or create a cross-society study group focused on a specific topic of interest, such 
as succession planning, postal history research strategies, the value of ephemera or 
the process of creating quality powerpoint presentations. Bringing members from 
different societies together helps broaden perspectives and encourages shared 
learning that expands the collective expertise of all involved. Consider hosting such 
opportunities online and have them open for any interested parties. 
 

14. Develop a Digital Archive of Philatelic Materials 
Work with others to develop a digital archive that documents unique philatelic items, 
postal history and other important resources. This project could involve scanning old 
philatelic publications, digitizing collections or organizing a comprehensive online 
resource for research purposes. A digital archive helps preserve knowledge for future 
generations while making information easily accessible to philatelists worldwide.  

 
15. Census Development and Sharing 

Many serious collectors accumulate ‘census’ related philatelic data. Examining other 
censuses that have been developed will be useful in considering the key attributes that 
one will seek to have represented. Sharing this data, whether writing about it or posting 
on a website, becomes beneficial for others. Jointly developing a census with other 
philatelists becomes even more powerful and enhances the quality of analytics.  

 
16.Expand your philatelic horizons and connections outside of philately 

Facilitating understanding of the importance of philately can be enhanced significantly 
by seeking opportunities to connect with groups or people outside of the philatelic 
realm.  
 
The diverse range of philatelic collecting “niches” often readily intersect with the 
interests of many community groups. Local ‘history clubs’, university departments, 
libraries that support community presentations, service organizations and genealogical 
societies….. can afford opportunities for useful engagement. These opportunities might 
only be limited by our creativity.  
 
The ability to work with a museum curator or history researcher creates educational 
opportunities for both entities. Such efforts meaningfully support the growth of 
philately.  

 
 

 
 

 


