Collaboration Crew

How to Create an Effective Wikipedia Article
to Publicize Your Society
and its Members’ Collecting Areas

A User Guide from the Members of The Collaboration Crew

1. What is the Collaboration Crew?

The Collaboration Crew is a group of philatelic societies and their volunteer
representatives whose mission is to promote innovative collaboration amongst
philatelic societies and organizations worldwide. These efforts are intended to
support the growth and positive evolution of philately. We seek to role model, share,
support, facilitate, design, and suggest collaborative opportunities. Our key
objectives are knowledge sharing, joint initiatives, collaborative research, society
relations, event participation, and future planning.

2. What Societies are Currently Collaboration Crew Participants?

The Collaboration Crew currently includes the American Air Mail Society,
American Helvetica Philatelic Society, Auxiliary Markings Club, Germany
Philatelic Society, Philatelic Traders Society, the Royal Philatelic Society of Canada,
and the Zeppelin and Airship Collectors Facebook Group. The Collaboration Crew
1s always aiming to expand its reach and invites the future participation of additional
philatelic societies and their members.

3. What Is Wikipedia and How Can It Be Used to Advance the Interests of a
Philatelic Society?

Wikipedia is a free online encyclopedia, written collaboratively by the people who
use it. It is the world’s largest reference website, containing nearly 7 million articles



in the English language. These articles attract billions of views in any given month.
One of Wikipedia’s co-founders summarized the site’s core objective in this way:

“Imagine a world in which every single person on the planet is given access
to the sum of all human knowledge. That’s what we’re doing.”

An internet search on any given subject often results in a Wikipedia article
appearing at the top of the search results. With the development of artificial
intelligence, even more Wikipedia content will become discoverable over time
through simple internet searches. Given Wikipedia’s dominance in search results
and its global reach, it is not difficult to see how a philatelic society could leverage
this resource to promote both itself and the collecting areas that its members pursue.

With the amount of online philatelic sales activity occurring on platforms like eBay,
we know that there are significant numbers of “closet collectors” who are not
currently involved in organized philately. Another target audience is those who
might be described as just “philatelically curious.” Beyond these groups are vast
numbers of people whose topical, historical, or other non-philatelic interests may
intersect with a Society’s particular area of philately. What better way to attract
these people to society membership than through a Wikipedia article that
comprehensively presents the collecting areas of the society’s members?

The Collaboration Crew has prepared this document as a resource for philatelic
societies that wish to create a Wikipedia article in order to share, on a world-wide
basis, information about their societies and the collecting interests of their members,
and in so doing, expand both their membership and organized philately as a whole.

. Wikipedia’s Policies, Standards., and Requirements

Wikipedia has a well-defined set of policies and standards that govern content that
can be posted on its site. The most significant of these are:

a. Notability Requirement:

Wikipedia’s “notability” requirement is a prerequisite to publishing an
article. In order to be notable, a subject must have been written about in
publications like books, magazines, or academic journals.

b. Core Content Requirements:

1. Neutral Point of View: An article must represent its subject fairly
and without editorial bias.




11. No Original Research: Wikipedia does not publish original thought.
All material must be attributable to a reliable, published source.
Liberal use of citations is strongly recommended to increase the
likelihood that an article will be accepted by Wikipedia’s editors.

1. Verifiability: Certain material must be accompanied by inline
citations, including direct quotations, contentious material, and
material whose verifiability is likely to be challenged.

c. The Subject of a New Page Must Not Have Been Previously Written
About on Wikipedia:

Use the Wikipedia search bar to confirm that the Wikipedia page you want
to create doesn’t already exist. If there is already an article with the same
name, try modifying the title of your article.

d. Community Input and Dispute Resolution

Anyone can edit an existing Wikipedia article. Although this poses the
potential for meddlesome outside editing, that potential should be remote
given the nature of a philatelic society page. Should this ever become an
issue, Wikipedia provides an editorial dispute resolution process. In cases
of malicious editing, an article can be “page protected.”

5. How to Create a Wikipedia Article

a. In order to post an article to the site, it is first necessary to create an
account. Anyone can sign up for a Wikipedia account.

b. On the Search Results page, enter the title of your proposed article, then
click on “Ask For It To Be Created”. This will take you to the Wikipedia
Article Wizard. Once in the Wizard, click “next” to begin creating your page.
As an alternative, you can click “Practice in the Community Sandbox.” This
allows you to practice creating an article. Wikipedia recommends the use of
this feature for new users.

c. Agree to notability and other publication requirements.

d. Enter a name for your draft, then click “Create New Article Draft.”
e. Click “Start Editing.”

f. When finished writing, click “Publish” to save your article as a draft.
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g. If you wish to circulate your article within your society for peer review,
Wikipedia will allow you to do this. Simply copy and paste the text into a
document sharing platform like Google Docs and send the link to those
you wish to review the article.

h. The Collaboration Crew will also be willing to review your draft article
should you wish.

1. To obtain pre-review of a Wikipedia article by Wikipedia staff (prior to
formally submitting the article for publication), you can submit your draft
through the “Articles for Creation” process. Volunteer editors will review
the draft for accuracy and compliance with Wikipedia guidelines. To do
this, use the “Submit for Review” function in your Wikipedia account.

j. When you’re satisfied with your draft article, submit the article for final
review by a Wikipedia Administrator. It may take several weeks to have an
article reviewed for publication. If approved, the article will go “live” on
Wikipedia immediately.

6. Best Practices for Creating an Effective Wikipedia Article for your Society

The “Article Wizard” tool should be used since it is intended to guide new authors
through the process of creating an article. In addition, societies looking to maximize
an article’s effectiveness should consider the following possible approaches.

a. Provide an introductory section that summarizes your society, its purpose,
its membership, and its history.

b. Incorporate substantive content that covers the major collecting areas that
the Society’s members pursue. Use headings to create a separate subsection
for each.

c. For headings and within each subsection, consider what internet search
terms a person might use relative to that particular subject and incorporate
them in your article. This will help maximize the likelihood that a given
search will return a “hit” to your Wikipedia article.

d. Where possible, use images to illustrate the subsections, giving each image
a brief caption. In addition to making your article more engaging, the images
themselves may help generate search “hits.” Images can be directly imported
into the article from your computer.



e. Discuss the benefits of society membership. Describe and include images
of your Society’s Journal and other publications. Emphasize opportunities to
collaborate with other collectors (including online meetings and presentations,
stamp shows, and annual conventions). Note the existence of specialized
society study groups. Include information on local chapters, including
relevant contact information.

f. Include a link to your society’s website and summarize its contents,
including, if applicable, the presence of online exhibits.

g. Incorporate a “See Also” section to reference closely related philatelic
organizations and provide links to their websites or Wikipedia articles.

h. Add references to other specialized journals and publications that could be
of assistance to the collector.

1. Use the Wikipedia Article Layout Template, which can be copied from the
Wikipedia site. Copy the code to a different page and edit it there. This will
automatically generate Wikipedia’s style and formatting conventions. If in
doubt, you can refer separately to Wikipedia’s Manual of Style (MoS).

J. Take advantage of Wikipedia’s helpful tutorials. They assist authors in
understanding the site’s requirements and guide users through every step
needed to successfully create an effective article.

Conclusion and Call to Action

Wikipedia and the power of modern computing provide philatelic societies with a
unique and potentially game-changing opportunity to publicize themselves, their activities,
and their members’ collecting interests. As a result of these advancements, anyone in the
world with a smart phone or computer can discover your society and all the benefits that
come with it. By creating a comprehensive Wikipedia article, you can significantly expand
your society’s internet presence, and in so doing, help advance the future of organized
philately worldwide.




